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PUBLIC INTERNET USE POLICY 
The Board of Trustees of the Delta County Public Library District, aka Delta County 
Libraries, also referred to as the Library District . The District, adopts and makes public 
the following written Internet Use Policy. 
 

Background 
Delta County Libraries  will provide free, equitable, and organized public access to 
Internet resources. This access honors the fundamental Library District  principle of 
intellectual freedom, an abiding respect for the dignity and privacy of individual inquiry. 
 
Delta County Libraries is committed not only to providing public access to 
the Internet in general, but also to: 

 the development or purchase of local information resources (such as the catalog 
of our holdings, periodical indexes and databases, and other databases of local 
or regional interest); 

 the identification and organization of links to resources the Library District  
believes fit its general collection policies; and 

 search tools that reach far beyond the organizational efforts of the Delta County 
Libraries to the manifold offerings of the Internet. 
 

Disclaimer 
In total, Delta County Libraries has no control over information accessed through 
the Internet and cannot be held responsible for its content. Much of the information on 
the Internet is timely, useful, and/or entertaining. Some of it is dated, erroneous, 
offensive or illegal. Library District users should cast a cautious and critical eye on any 
and all data they discover. The job of the Library District is access, not endorsement. 

 
Filtering of Library District Internet Computers 
In 2000, Congress passed The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), which requires 
libraries receiving certain types of federal funding to install a technology protection 
measure that blocks images ("visual depictions") that are obscene (as defined in CRS 
18-7-101(2), contain child pornography (as defined in 18 U.S.C. Sec. 2256(8)), or are 
harmful to minors; except that no technology protection measure may block scientific or 
medically accurate information regarding sexual assault, sexual abuse, incest, sexually 
transmitted diseases, or reproductive health. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld CIPA in 
2003. In addition, the Colorado legislature passed the Internet Protection in Public 
Libraries Act in 2004, which mandates similar protective measures for computers in 
public libraries. As a result, commercial filtering software is installed on all Library 
District  District public computers. No filtering software is 100 percent accurate. Filters 



may falsely block constitutionally protected speech, or they may fail to block access to 
illegal or objectionable material. Filtering software is not a substitute for parental 
judgment and oversight. Delta County Libraries  believes that the reading and viewing 
activity of children is ultimately the responsibility of parents who guide and oversee their 
own children's development. The Delta County Libraries does not intrude on that 
relationship, except when mandated by law. 
The Delta County Libraries utilizes commercial filtering software to block access to 
obscene and sexually explicit materials. 
Library District Internet computers may not be used to access materials that by local 
community standards would be considered obscene. Library District staff is authorized 
to take prompt and appropriate action to prohibit use by those who fail to comply with 
the District’s Acceptable Use of the Library District Policy. 
 

Use of Electronic Resources 
Any of the following actions may result in the loss of Library District  privileges and/or 
criminal prosecution or other legal action. Unacceptable use of the Delta County 
Libraries electronic resources includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
1. It is not acceptable to use Delta County Libraries electronic resources for illegal 
or criminal use. Specifically, users shall not view or print “child pornography” as 
defined above, or material which is “obscene” as defined by C.R.S.18-7-101. 
2. It is not acceptable to violate the legal protections provided by copyright and licenses 
to programs or data. 
3. It is not acceptable to use Delta County Libraries resources to seek to infiltrate a 
computer or computing system and/or damage or alter the software or hardware 
components of a local or remote computer or computing system. 
4. It is not acceptable to disregard the legal protections provided by copyright license 
law, or otherwise-controlled data and software residing on the Internet. 
4. It is not acceptable to seek information on, obtain copies of, or modify files, other 
data, or passwords belonging to other users. Users shall not represent themselves as 
another user unless explicitly authorized to do so by that user. 
5. It is not acceptable to falsify one’s age to gain access to Internet sites.  
6. It is not acceptable to engage in any activity that is harassing or defamatory. 
7. It is not acceptable to use the Library District ’s computers to distribute solicited 
advertising. 
8. It is not acceptable to allow a person under the age of 17 to view materials, or expose 
a person under the age of 17 to viewing of materials, that are “harmful to minors” as 
defined by C.R.S. 24-90-602(3). Due to the fact that minors are regularly in the libraries 
computer areas, accessing such material is not permitted by any user. 
9. Downloading from the Internet is limited to removable media only (e.g. compact 
disk, flash drive, etc.) Downloading files of programs greater than ten megabytes is 
discouraged. 
10. Headphones must be worn when accessing a program or game that utilizes 
sound. 
11. All library computer equipment and software must be used as installed by the 
Library. Users are not permitted to add to, delete, or modify existing hardware or 
software. 



12. Users must abide by the time limits set in the library and must not disrupt computer 
or library use of others. 

13. A violation of the Library District ’s Internet Use Policy is also a violation of the 
Acceptable Use of the Library Policy, and is prohibited. 

 
 

Wireless Access 
As part of its goal to offer access to current technology and a welcoming environment, 
Delta County Libraries offers wireless access to the Internet. Delta County Libraries 
provide free Wi-Fi Internet access for users with portable devices capable of receiving 
wireless signals. Filtering is installed on the District wireless system. 
By choosing to use this free wireless service you agree to abide by the Delta County 
Libraries Internet Use Policy. Users of the library’s wireless access must comply with all 
federal, state and local laws, including the restriction against transmission or receipt of 
child pornography or harmful materials, fraud or downloading of copyrighted material.  

 

Addit ional Rules Governing Wireless Access 
1. Lib rary Dist r ict  st af f  m em b ers are no t  allow ed  t o  inst all o r  con f igure any 

hard w are o r  

so f t w are in  p at rons’ lap t op s o r  m ob ile d evices. 

2. The Lib rary Dist r ict  assum es no  resp onsib ilit y f o r  any alt erat ions o r  

in t er f erence w it h  a lap t op ’s o r  m ob ile d evice’s con f igurat ion , op erat ion , 

o r  d at a f i les resu lt ing f rom  connect ion  t o  t he w ireless net w ork. 

3. An t i-virus and  secur it y p ro t ect ion  are t he resp onsib ilit y o f  t he p at ron . 

4. The Lib rary Dist r ict  assum es no  resp onsib ilit y f o r  d am age, t hef t , o r  loss 

o f  any kind  t o  a user ’s eq u ip m ent , so f t w are, d at a f i les, o r  o t her  p ersonal 

p rop er t y b rough t  in t o  o r  used  at  t he Lib rary Dist r ict  ’s f acilit ies. 

5. The Lib rary Dist r ict  cannot  guaran t ee t hat  t he service w ill b e availab le at  

any sp ecif ic t im e, nor  can  t he Lib rary Dist r ict   accep t  reservat ions f o r  

w ireless access. 

6. Pat rons shall d ef end , ind em nif y, and  ho ld  harm less t he Delt a Count y 

Lib rar ies, 

it s o f f icers, t rust ees, em p loyees, and  agent s against  all claim s, act ions, and  

jud gm ent s b ased  up on o r  ar ising out  o f  t he p at ron ’s use o f  Lib rar y Dist r ict   

w ireless connect ions. 

7. Pr in t ing is no t  availab le t h rough w ireless access. 

 

Int ernet  Saf et y f or  Minors 
The Lib rar y Dist r ict  urges m inors and  t heir  careg ivers t o  keep  in  m ind  t he 

f o llow ing saf et y gu id elines: 

 



1. Never  reveal your  ow n or  anyone else’s f u ll nam e, p ho ne num b er , 

ad d ress, o r  any o t her  p ersonally id en t if ying in f o rm at ion  t o  anyone you d o  

no t  know  on  t he In t ernet . 

2. Never  ar range a f ace t o  f ace m eet ing w it h  som eone via t he com p ut er  

w it hout  p aren t ’s o r  guard ian ’s ap p roval. 

3. Never  resp ond  t o  m essages t hat  are suggest ive, ob scene, t h reat en ing, 

o r  m ake you  uncom f or t ab le. 

4. If  you b ecom e aw are o f  t he t ransm ission  o f  ch ild  p o rnograp hy, have 

p aren t s o r  guard ians rep or t  t he incid en t  t o  t he Nat ional Cent er  f o r  

Missing and  Exp lo it ed  Ch ild ren  at  1-800-843-5678. 

5. Rem em b er  t hat  p eop le on line m ay no t  b e w ho t hey say t hey are. 

6. Rem em b er  t hat  som e t h ings you read  m ay no t  b e t rue. 

 

Agreement to Comply with Policy 

Use of the Delta County Libraries computer systems constitutes agreement to comply 
with this policy as well as any additional guidelines established by the Library.  

 

Public Users’ Secur it y  
Users should  b e aw are t hat  t he In t ernet  is no t  a secure m ed ium  and  t h at  

t h ird  p ar t ies m ay b e ab le t o  ob t ain  in f o rm at ion  regard ing users’ act ivit ies. 

The Delt a Count y Lib rar ies  w ill no t  release in f o rm at ion  on  t he use o f  

sp ecif ic In t ernet  resources b y m em b ers o f  t he  p ub lic excep t  as req u ired  

b y law . 

 

Rem edies and Enf orcem ent  
The Lib rar y Dist r ict  reserves t he r igh t  t o  t ake ap p rop r iat e rem ed ial o r  

d iscip linary act ion  as out lined  in  t he Accep t ab le Use o f  t he Lib rary Dist r ict  

Po licy t o  ensure com p liance w it h  t h is In t ernet  Use Po licy. Un law f u l 

act ivit ies w ill b e d ealt  w it h  in  an  ap p rop r iat e m anner , includ ing ref er ral t o  

law  en f o rcem ent  aut hor it ies. 

 

Guidelines on Access t o Inf orm at ion  
The Delt a Count y Lib rar ies is gu id ed  b y t he f o llow ing Am er ican  Lib rary 

Associat ion  st at em ent s on  access t o  in f o rm at ion : 

Th e Lib rar y Bill o f  Righ t s 

Fr eed om  t o  Read  St at em ent  

The Lib rar y Dist r ict  is gu id ed  b y a com m it m ent  t o  in f o rm at ion  p o licies 

t hat  p rovid e ap p rop r iat e p ro t ect ions t o  it s p at rons w h ile b eing consist en t  

w it h  t he Lib rary Dist r ict  ’s long-st and ing  com m it m ent  t o  t he p r incip les o f  

f ree exp ression  as set  f o r t h  in  t he First  Am end m ent  t o  t he Un it ed  St at es 

Const it u t ion . 


